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BORN TO SERVE! 
 
Stan Walker is a truly remarkable man. He has served his family, his church, his country, his 
community and his alma mater with passion, pride and dignity. What follows depicts a man of 
faith, character, moral fiber, bravery, integrity, professionalism and love of his calling to serve 
humanity. Stan Walker-SOME GIANT LITTLE GIANT! 
 

Dear Classmates, 

 For most of us Christmas 2024 will be our 80th. God has graciously 
granted us longevity. However, we have been given much more. We have a 
faithful savior! 

And she shall bear a son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for  
it is He who will save His people from their sins. (Matthew1:21) 

I married Peggy in July 1966, so this is our fifty-eighth Christmas. We 
are thankful to God for each one. I will share a little of my post Wabash life 
through a few Christmas stories. 

Vietnam loomed over our first three Christmases. We were with 
Peggy’s family in Fairmount, IN for our first Christmas. I was on leave from the Army. We were near 
my family for Christmases 1967 and 68 at Fort Huachuca, AZ. For Christmas 1968 we were excited to 
celebrate with our newborn son, Bart. 

I went to Vietnam in November 1969. Peggy and Bart lived with Peggy’s parents. The 
grandparents were thankful for the opportunity to enjoy Christmas with their daughter and grandson. 
I was in Cu Chi, Vietnam with the 25th Infantry Division. I arrived in November and was immediately 
responsible for planning and coordinating the movement of 20,000 soldiers by air and ground 
transportation into and out of Cu Chi base camp for the Bob Hope Show. Bob Hope’s long-time 
tradition of visiting the troops overseas at Christmas was a big boost for morale. However, even Bob 
Hope and a Christmas dinner could not make up for being away from family. I was still very thankful 
to celebrate Christmas. 

Following Christmas I successfully commanded Company B, 25th Supply & Transport Battalion, 
the truck company of the division. Company B was awarded the Meritorious Unit Citation in 
recognition of the soldiers’ extraordinary work maintaining a fleet of over 100 trucks and trailers to 
deliver supplies to combat units under the constant threat of enemy activity. This success 
was not without cost. We had one soldier killed by the enemy. It was extremely difficult 



to compose a letter to his parents. I left Vietnam in November 1970 for schooling at Fort Eustis, VA. I 
was grateful to receive two Bronze Stars during my service in Vietnam. 

The Army selected me to attend graduate school. I made straight A’s in the MBA program at 
Michigan State University. I brag because I was in the lower fifth of our Wabash class. Wabash 
imparts a great education! God continued to bless us by giving us a daughter, Karyn, in November 
1971. By God’s grace we celebrated Christmas 1971 with two healthy children. 

Army assignments led to Christmases in New York City, Hawaii, Fort Leavenworth, KS; Fort 
Huachuca, AZ; Oberursel, Germany and Fort Harrison, IN. We were thankful for God’s continued 
provision for us. We realized God was being very gracious. In Hawaii I served as the Division 
Transportation Officer with the 25th Infantry Division. Our little office of five soldiers planned and 
executed twenty-six unit deployments with 800 aircraft sorties, as well as movements by sea, barge, 
and Army ships. By God’s grace I was promoted early to major and selected for the US Army 
Command and General Staff College in 1979. It was clear to me God had called me to be a soldier. 

I was honored to accept command of the 548th Supply & Service Battalion, 10th Mountain 
Division in January 1989 at Fort Drum, NY. We accepted this opportunity as a gift from God, as 
battalion command is only granted to a few lieutenant colonels. The battalion was one of the largest 
in the Army with over 1400 soldiers in nine units. Christmas 1990 was wonderful. Our children joined 
us. Bart had graduated from Wabash and was working for Huntington University where Karyn was a 
sophomore. Peggy and I hosted the traditional commanders New Year Reception at our home. It is a 
formal occasion, and the officers all wore their dress blues, and the ladies were in their Christmas 
best. This was truly a wonderful Christmas.  

By Christmas 1990, our battalion was in the Saudi Arabian desert supporting the 24th 
Mechanized Infantry Division, XVIII Airborne Corps for Desert Shield. Peggy celebrated Christmas at 
Fort Drum with Bart and Karyn. Their gift to me was an 8x10 photo of them along with our loveable 
Bassett hound. The Executive Officer and the Command Sergeant Major received similar photos. We 
were moved to tears and extremely thankful for our families. We prayed for continued safety of our 
soldiers and a quick war. 

We received hundreds of letters from family, friends and strangers who sent letters to any 
soldier. We responded to many of those letters. We could also make telephone calls home. 
Momentous change from the Military Auxiliary Radio System (MARS) calls during Vietnam. Word got 
out that I loved fruitcake. I was obviously in the minority. Soldiers in the battalion gave me at least 
fifty fruitcakes. God is so good! 

Our unit moved with the 24th Mechanized Division on the “Hail Mary” up the western flank 
into Iraq up to the Euphrates River during Desert Storm. Our battalion’s successful operations were 
acknowledged by the Department of the Army with the award of the Meritorious Unit Citation. It is 
an honor to have led two units in war zones that received this recognition. I was honored with a third 
Bronze Star Medal. We were thankful God was with us in the Gulf War and gave us a quick victory. In 
war there are losses. While casualties were low in total, they were devastating on the personal level. 
We lost a soldier and had one seriously injured. We had trained and lived together at Fort Drum, so 
we knew the men and their families. All of us felt the loss. 

 The Army promoted me to full colonel shortly after Desert Shield. Our last two Christmases in 
the Army were joyously celebrated in Oslo, Norway. I was the Deputy Chief of Staff for Resources, 
Allied Forces Northern Europe, a major NATO command. I directed the personnel, finance, and 



logistical operations. Bart and Karyn joined us for two wintry family Christmases in 1992 and 93. We 
enjoyed the Winter Olympics in Norway in February 1994. 

The Secretary of Defense awarded me the Defense Superior Service Medal for my work with 
NATO and I retired from the Army on July 1, 1994. I loved the Army, confident that it was God’s will 
that I be a soldier. 

 In retirement, we expected Christmases to be 
more traditional. However, I was overseas for Christmas 
in 2004. Our daughter married Jeff Kamphausen, and 
God called them to be missionaries in Cambodia. Peggy 
and I flew to Phnom Penh with four suitcases, three of 
which were stuffed with Christmas gifts for Jeff, Karyn, 
and two granddaughters. It was odd to see stores with 
Buddhist shrines decorated for Christmas. It was a 
wonderful Christmas full of love. Watching two little 
girls, four and two years old, open their gifts was 
incredibly special. 

 We celebrated several traditional Christmases. 
Karyn and her family were in Chicago for four years 
before going to Chaing Mai, Thailand for a second 
missionary assignment. During those four years, we frequently had our children and five 
grandchildren home together for Christmas. Bart and his two children have been a steady part of our 
Christmases. 

 God’s plan for our Christmas this year look great! We may have our children and all five, now 
adults, grandchildren here. It is easy to find joy with faith in our savior Jesus Christ. As you reflect on 
past Christmases, I hope you see God’s faithfulness in your lives. May you enjoy the love of Jesus and 
your families this Christmas. 

 
Stan Walker 
 
As the calendar year comes to a close, there is much to celebrate about Wabash College. 
Here is some information the College has provided to update all of us on recent 
events/happenings at the College. 
 

• On Dec. 9, Dr. Eric Dunaway, Wabash Professor of Economics, and Dr. Ron Rychlak ’80 will 
host a virtual After the Bell session entitled “Sports Betting at Home, on Campus, and in the 
Classroom.” You can sign up for this free event here.  

• Wabash set a record for freshman-to-sophomore retention at 93%, and the freshman class is 
the largest since 2018.  

• The Glee Club took the stage for several concerts under first-year Director Juan Hernandez. 
• Wabash College received top-10 rankings in 10 categories in The Princeton Review’s 2025 

college guide. Wabash ranked third for Best Health Services and Most Active Student 
Government to go along with top-five rankings for Best Financial Aid (No. 5), Best Career 
Services (No. 5), Best Campus Newspaper (No. 5), and Most Accessible Professors (No. 6). 
(story) 

https://www.wabash.edu/apps/events/afterthebell-dunaway-rychlak/
https://www.wabash.edu/news/story/13359


• Carter Bertsch ’26 was named top undergraduate of the year at Theta Delta Chi’s convention 
in August. The Upsilon Deuteron Charge earned the Victory Cup, which is presented annually 
to the top chapter. (story) 

• The Art Department celebrated Professor of Art Emeritus Greg Huebner H’77 with a 
retrospective exhibit titled “Imagining Balance Amid Chaos & Harmony.” (photos) 

• At Homecoming, Emmanuel Aouad ’10, Wes Chamblee ’12, Matt Hudson ’10, Matt McGuire 
’00, Evan Rhinesmith ’11, Tom Bambrey ’68, and the 1972 Soccer Team were inducted into 
the Wabash Athletics Hall of Fame. (story) (photos) 

• Theater Professor Jim Cherry directed a fun production of Molière’s comedy Tartuffe. (story) 
• The President’s Distinguished Speaker Series brought two alumni to campus: Dr. Richard 

Gunderman ’83 for his talk “You Contain Multitudes,” and Dr. Robert Einterz ’77 for his talk 
“Personal Reflections on Civility and Community.” (story) 

• Jake Weber ’25 earned Top Advocate and the Floyd Artful Advocacy Prize in the 31st Moot 
Court competition. (story) 

• Two US Army Blackhawk helicopters landed in Mud Hollow on October 24 to pick up six 
Wabash ROTC Cadets. This was a ceremonial gesture by the Army to honor their service. The 
Wabash cadets train at Purdue. (photos) 

• Brayden Curnutt ’25 captured the North Coast Athletics Conference Cross Country 
Championship, earning Men's Runner of the Year and First Team All-NCAC honors. At the 2024 
NCAA Division III Great Lakes Region Men's Cross Country Championship he once again 
crossed the finish line in first place to claim the individual title. And at the NCAA DIII National 
Championships, he finished 18th, earning All-American honors. (story) 

• On Election Day, students in Dr. Shamira Gelbman’s political science course on polling 
conducted an exit poll outside a voting location in Crawfordsville.  

• On the Wednesday before the 130th Monon Bell Classic, Wabash and DePauw jointly hosted a 
luncheon titled Rivals, not Enemies. Clay Robbins ’79, CEO of Lilly Endowment Inc., and 
Jennett Hill DePauw ’85, President of Lilly Endowment Inc., hosted the event and both 
received the Raymond “Gaumey” Neal Award. Wabash Trustee Aman Brar ’99 captured the 
spirit of the occasion best: “We’re so incredibly lucky to have this rivalry. 0-10, 10-0, and every 
record in between. Playoffs or no playoffs. We always have meaning. Something to fight for. 
Always a reason to be our best. A reason to push ourselves to do more in our community; for 
our city; for our country. Because a rivalry like the Monon Bell teaches and pushes us to be 
our best.” (photos) 

• On November 11, the campus transitioned from Sparks Center over to a temporary dining 
facility, which has already met with a very positive reaction from students, faculty, staff, and 
visiting diners. With a nod to historic Mud Hollow, this new space dubbed “Grub Hollow,” 
includes a dozen mobile units that have been connected on one set of the outdoor tennis 
courts.  

• On November 21, Jackson Blevins ’20 and Spencer Newmister ’19 gave Chapel Talks in Pioneer 
Chapel in celebration of Founders’ Day. Afterwards, the Sphinx Club introduced Alma Mater to 
the students with the Glee Club leading those assembled through the verses. (video) (photos) 
(photos) 

• Over Thanksgiving break, Dr. Peter Mikek took his economics class to Costa Rica for an 
immersive learning experience. 

https://www.wabash.edu/news/story/13360
https://www.wabash.edu/photo-albums/album/5934
https://www.wabash.edu/news/story/13296
https://www.wabash.edu/photo-albums/album/5928
https://www.wabash.edu/news/story/13369
https://youtu.be/FrYCcRKY2SU?si=Tnv-6qIY4YTkEr3M
https://youtu.be/R0RxOPOqQjA?si=JaZPzty_fB2g0TcF
https://www.wabash.edu/news/story/13367
https://www.wabash.edu/news/story/13399
https://www.wabash.edu/photo-albums/album/5949
https://sports.wabash.edu/news/2024/11/24/cross-country-curnutt-races-to-all-america-honors-with-18th-place-finish-at-nationals.aspx
https://www.wabash.edu/photo-albums/album/5961
https://youtu.be/poKmhSlp2QU?si=I99eGIRHDxE6J4Mh
https://www.wabash.edu/photo-albums/album/5964
https://www.wabash.edu/photo-albums/album/5963


• After Final Exams, the baseball team will travel to the Dominican Republic, led by Head Coach 
Jake Martin ’03 and Professor of Spanish Dan Rogers H'12. 

• More than 150 prospective high school students, along with parents and counselors, will visit 
campus this weekend for the first of two Scarlet Honors Weekends. 

• More than 97% of the Class of 2024 have secured their first professional opportunity or 
acceptance into medical, law, or other graduate school programs. The national average, by 
the way, is 85.7% in six months. 

• For those who make an end-of-the-year gift, here are five ways you can support Wabash 
students. 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to THE CLASS OF WABASH! 
Cal 
 

https://www.wabash.edu/news/story/13406
https://www.wabash.edu/news/story/13406

